German versus Hun

real Jacobins . . . they excite and maintain discontent and
bitterness, they hinder the evolution and progress of the
human intellect and character, and they favour the anarchists
by preparing the way for a general disintegration,

FREIHERR VOM  STEIN,   1817
*

To the Germans the lengthy discussion of national affairs
resembles not the necessarily continuous breathing of a free
and wholesome spirit, but the groans of a contracted breast,
betraying its oppression, and distressing as a symptom
of disease. The complaints of the public speakers, which
skim over the surface of the general situation, seem to the
Germans merely the mould which has formed upon our
corrupted institutions, and they fill him with dismay, as the
result of putrefaction.                         LUDWIG BORNE, 1 8 1 8

The German people is still insufficiently enlightened in
respect of political affairs. It does not realize that thunder-
clouds are dangerous until lightning has struck the house.

LUDWIG BORNE,   1819

One word more as to the newer German nationalism.
Humanity in the mass has from all times been united only by
prejudices, and aroused by passions; so that even the best
purpose is always obscured and often postponed.

WOLFGANG  GOETHE,   1819

It is the nature of the Germans to derive everything from
self-seeking. Because they know by experience that no amount
of talking has any effect on their countrymen, they imagine
that every intelligent person must know this, and if despite
this he talks he must be doing so for his own selfish ends,

LUDWIG BOKNE,
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